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of the Prussian police to act against the Communists., a failure of
which the Communists, no more than the National Socialists,
had been conscious. Whatever might be the constitutionalism of
the cabinet, this was a simple outrage against the constitution of
Prussia and the rights of a "federal" state. The ministers, told
brutally that they were now relieved from their functions, were
taken completely aback. They asked for time; it was refused them.
Severing, the Socialist minister of the interior, back in his office
was confronted by a Reichswehr lieutenant and two men, who
told him that they had instructions to close it. A tired man, a
man who, though of no little personal courage, had lost hope, he
refused to resist. In vain his non-Socialist colleagues urged him
to accept the challenge. The police were ready to obey; the trade-
unions would take action; the government would never venture to
take such measures as would put every state government against
them. But Severing would have none of it. Once again a Socialist
shrank from taking action that might have led to civil war, for-
getting that the same inhibition might well have prevented
Papen from meeting resistance with violence. In vain his col-
leagues pressed the point that resistance would throw the onus of
action on Papen who, in his present position, could hardly afford
to risk a general strike and the prospect of advantage being taken
of it by Communists or National Socialists, and that the one
thing that was certain and that Papen knew well was that if he
used force and provoked the use of force, it would not be the
Papen government which would be in power at the end of the
strife. It is significant of the completeness of the breach between
the Centrists and Papen as it is of the morale of the Socialist party
that it was the Liberal politicians who wanted to fight. The same
paralysis that affected Severing had the whole Socialist movement
in its toils. With the one exception of the chief of police* the
Socialist heads of the police department advised surrender; the
Prussian Socialist party leadership advised surrender; the national
party leadership shrank from taking responsibility. In face of the
abdication of the only party which could offer resistance, the
Liberal ministers were helpless. The whole ministry and most of
its senior officials submitted without more ado to be expelled